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As we continue our series on the church, we are returning to topic of 

Stewardship:  Supporting the Ministry of the Body. Two weeks ago we saw 

in 1 Tim 6 that stewardship is the result of putting both God and money in 

their proper place in our lives. In other words, we cannot be stewards if 

money is our god. God must be our Master and money must be His servant—

a means by which we serve God.  

 

Last week, Pastor Nick took us to 2 Corinthians 8 where we discovered that 

God’s grace is the ultimate motivator behind joyful giving. The situation to 

which Paul is responding in 2 Cor 8 is the poverty among the Jerusalem 

saints. Persecution against Christians had left the Jerusalem believers in a 

destitute state and they were struggling to survive. The believers in 

Macedonia were in a similar situation, but when they heard about the needs 

of the Jerusalem believers, they begged Paul to let them give toward their 

needs. Verse 2-3 says that in the midst of their affliction, the joy of these 

believers combined with their deep poverty caused them to overflow with 

generosity so that they gave beyond their ability—they gave with joy and 

sacrifice! So Paul is using the example of the Macedonian believers to 

encourage the Corinthians to give with like-minded generosity and joy to the 

needs in Jerusalem.  

 

As we turn to 2 Cor 9 this morning, Paul gives the Corinthians some direct 

teaching about giving in response to what He has illustrated through the 

Macedonian believers. The essence of what Paul’s teaching is this: God 

blesses those who have joy in giving with even greater ability to be 

generous. In other words, “you think you have joy in what you are giving 

now, I’ll give you even greater ability to generous for greater joy”—that’s 

the spirit of this passage. God is only interested in giving that comes from 

grace-anchored joy.  

 

We know from 2 Cor 8 that the Corinthians had already expressed their 

desire a year earlier to help meet this need and had been collecting funds. So 

Paul arranged to have Titus take along another respected brother (for 

financial accountability) to Corinth to collect their gift (8:16-22).  

 

Paul is well aware that though they had good intentions, human nature—

especially greed—can easily corrupt them. In 2 Cor 9:5 Paul sends these 

brothers to collect their bountiful gift (literally, their blessing) so that it 

would not be diminished by covetousness. In other words, Paul did not want 

their original intent to be compromised by holding back from what they had 

intended to give. And so He gives us a principle about giving in vs. 6 in 

response to our human tendency to covet, or hold back, what we have for 

ourselves.   

 

The Principle [vs. 6] 

 

Verse 6 is what we might call a maxim—a self-evident truth, at least in 

farming. There is a ratio between how much you seed and how much you 

harvest later. If you were a farmer in the first century what you ate and what 

you sowed were the same thing. So after a lean year, you have to do some 

calculating because the more sow, the less I’ll have to eat between now and 

harvest. But the more I sow now the more I will reap for later. If we are 

greedy and hold back more for ourselves now, we will suffer the loss later. 

Paul wants us to change our attitude toward giving. When in comes to 

stewardship, the attitude we have toward the IRS needs to be replaced with 

the attitude of a farmer. When we pay our taxes, most people do not do it 

cheerfully because they view the IRS as a Taker—they take from me so that I 

have less. But the farmer sows with the attitude of a good investor, that there 

will be a greater return or blessing for his investment. When we do our taxes 

we use straight-forward math: 10 – 1 = 9. But when we invest, we think in 

terms of prospects. That is, we hope that 10 – 1 will eventually equal 12. (I 

take $1 out of my checking account now and invest it, hoping it will give a 

return of $2 later). But trusting God is not like the gamble of investing 

because God is always faithful and never lacking in His ability to provide.   

 

Paul’s point is to urge the Corinthians not to covet, not to hold back, because 

there is a reward of blessing when we give as unto the Lord. Sow generously, 

give generously, so that you will reap a more bountiful blessing later.  

 



The Right Perspective (vs. 7) 

 

But giving to the work of the Lord is about more than just numbers. What’s 

more important than how much you give, is the attitude with which you give 

it.  So Paul proceeds in vs. 7 to establish the right perspective we should have 

toward giving [vs. 7]. He already told us back in vs. 5 to give bountifully 

rather than coveting, or holding back. Now in vs. 7 Paul outlines 4 additional 

guidelines to govern our attitude toward giving:  

 

1. Give Purposefully (vs. 7) 

“Each one must do as he has purposed in his heart.” The idea here is 

that we should be thoughtful, and intentional. This is not giving on 

an emotional whim (“what do I feel like giving today?”). We should 

make a plan that is determined by what we can give 

voluntarily/willfully from the heart as an act of worship and then 

follow through on that predetermined plan. It suggests a thoughtful 

and prayerful decision based on biblical principles regarding 

stewardship and money.  

 

2. Not Grudgingly (vs. 7) 

Not reluctantly or sorrowfully, like we pay our taxes, grieving over 

what we have lost.  

 

3. Not Under Compulsion (vs. 7) 

Not in response to pressure. Not out of a sense of legalistic 

obligation, but voluntarily.  

 

Imagine how much God appreciates a gift given begrudgingly, not 

because it gives you joy but because you feel like you are obligated. 

It’s almost Valentine’s Day. Imagine you buy a dozen roses for your 

wife and as you shove them under her nose, you say “Here!  I hope 

you’re happy. I had to give up my MN Wild tickets for these. I sure 

hope you appreciate them.” How would that work out for you? 

Would she be delighted by your thoughtfulness? She would probably 

detest the sight of those flowers because you gave them to her 

grudgingly (reluctantly), and compulsively (under pressure bec its 

Valentine’s Day) instead of giving them freely and joyfully because 

you love her.  

 

God is honored when we give to His kingdom out love and joy for 

His grace. In fact, He loves a cheerful giver! 

 

4. Give Cheerfully (vs. 7) 

Give with joy from the heart, because you want to! Because you love 

Him! Because His grace is sweet to you. God loves on those who are 

joyfully generous. He has a special love for those who find joy in 

being like Him—He is the most generous of all, willing to give what 

was most precious to Him—His Son—for our benefit. This is why 

Paul ends in vs. 15 exclaiming, “Thanks be to God for His 

indescribable gift!” Those who give cheerfully are those who 

treasure Jesus and His grace more than money or anything it can 

buy—and they want others to experience that joy with them.  

 

If you are struggling to give joyfully, the problem is not so much 

with giving as it is with delighting in the grace and love of God. 

Walking by faith includes the experience of personally knowing God 

as your gracious, generous provider.  
 

So far we have seen that we should give generously and joyfully. Now Paul 

reinforces His teaching with a divine promise.  
 

The Promise (vs. 8) 

 

“And God is able to make all grace abound to you, so that always having all 

sufficiency in everything, you may have an abundance for every good deed.” 

 

This is an amazing promise! Its like the NT version of Malachi 2:10 – 

“Bring the whole tithe into the storehouse, so that there may be food in 

My house, and test Me now in this," says the LORD of hosts, "if I will 

not open for you the windows of heaven, and pour out for you a 

blessing until it overflows.”
1
 

                                                           
1 Prov 3:9-10—“Honor the Lord from your wealth and from the first of all your produce; so 
your barns will be filled with plenty and your vats will overflow with new wine.  



 

Sometimes people get nervous about using this verse because its Old 

Testament and the NT doesn’t require a tithe. But what the NT does do is call 

for proportionate, systematic, regular, joyful, and generous giving motivated 

by grace. You don’t have to call it a tithe. You can just call it grace giving, 

but I’ll tell you this: If a tithe was reasonable under the law, grace motivates 

us to give more not less. So it’s not a stumbling block for me to tithe as a 

good proportionate, systematic starting point—and then giving from my 

heart beyond that. In either case, whether an OT tithe or NT grace-giving, 

there is a generous promise of blessing.  

 

So what is 2 Cor 9:8 saying?  

A. God is able to make all grace abound to you! God has no limit to His 

resources or His ability—including His creative ability. His is able to 

provide for you and grace you with whatever He desires according to 

His unlimited power.  The rest of the verse is of little benefit to you 

until you come to terms with the first few words: “God is able!” This 

is where so many of us stumble. Its not that we don’t want to be 

generous, but that we fail to trust God to meet our needs over our 

own ability or current resources. 

 

B. God meets our needs with overabundance so that we can have 

more to share. What verse 8 is saying is that God is able to make all 

grace about to you so that at all times having everything you need 

(all sufficiency) in every situation, you will have enough to 

generously share with others. The NLT paraphrase gets the idea: 

“Then you will always have everything you need and plenty left over 

to share with others.”   

 

But notice Paul said that what would abound to us is grace. Not 

always money or provision. Sometimes we will be called, like the 

Macedonians, to give sacrificially—to give what we ourselves need. 

What God was supplying for them was the grace to sacrifice and 

generous—and that with joy! 

 

Do you believe vs. 8? Do you pray as though you believe vs. 8? Do you live 

and pray and give as though you believe vs. 8? Whether or not you are 

giving as though vs. 8 is true has nothing to do with how much money you 

have. It has mostly to do with how you walk in view of that is true about God 

and His grace.  

 

Some people say, I can’t afford to give. But can you afford not to give? Can 

you afford not to sow? The good news for you is that the starting point of 

cheerful giving is not money but grace. And grace comes from trusting God. 

If you are struggling financially (for which there could be many reasons), the 

first thing you need to ask yourself is, “am I honoring God with what He has 

already entrusted to me by walking in obedience and dependence upon His 

grace?”  

 

What Paul is saying to us is that by His grace, God loves joyful givers by 

extending to them the promise of grace to meet their needs and the ability to 

be generous with others for their abounding joy.  

 

What verse 8 does not do, is support the claims of prosperity preachers. Let 

me show you one major difference. The prosperity gospel (which is not 

gospel at all) is based on greed while 2 Cor 9:8 is aimed at giving. For 

prosperity lovers, the end goal is self through material wealth. Where 2 Cor 

9:8 is about selfless giving that finds joy in glorifying God as we meet the 

needs of others. Notice that prosperity preachers are not living modest 

lifestyles like Paul and Jesus so that they can be a generous as possible with 

advancing the gospel and meeting the needs of the kingdom. Rather they 

stockpile millions for themselves and live in plush excess—like the false 

teachers mentioned in 1 Tim 6. What people do with money reveals their 

character.  

 

Randy Alcorn: “God prospers us to increase our standard of giving; not our 

standard of living…[He’s] generous—He doesn’t demand that [His] stewards 

live in poverty, and He doesn’t resent our making reasonable expenditures on 

ourselves. But…isn’t there a point when, as His stewards, we can cross a line 

of reasonable expenses?...Abundance isn’t God’s provision for me to live in 

luxury. It’s His provision for me to help others…not to build my kingdom on 

earth, but to build His kingdom…. Just because God puts His money in our 

hands doesn’t mean He intends for it to stay there!”   

 



John MacArthur: “The reason God gives back to those who give is not, as prosperity teachers 

falsely imply and exemplify, so people can consume it on their own desires with bigger cars, 

homes, and jewels. God supplies them so that they will have an abundance for every good 

deed.”2  

 

The Perpetual Blessing of Righteousness (vs. 9-10) 

 

Paul now quotes Psalm 112:9 in vs. 9 to remind us that the promise of God’s 

blessing on the man who fears the Lord is not just momentary, material 

blessings, but the ongoing eternal blessings of a righteous life. One of the 

ways God will bless you is with godly character. [vs. 9-10] Unlike those who 

are greedy and hoard, the life of generous giving to the Lord will strengthen 

righteous character with eternally enduring rewards (see Matt 6:19-21). 

 

The Results of a Life of Generous, Joyful Giving 

 

So what are the results of living a generous life of cheerful giving?  

 

a. The blessing of greater ability to be generous [vs. 11] 

 

NIV: “You will be made rich in every way so that you can be 

generous on every occasion…” 

In other words, the purpose for which God blesses us with 

abundance is so that we can be generous to others and support 

kingdom work.  

 

b. The joy of seeing God’s provision for His people [vs. 12, 11] 

 

c. God being glorified with thanksgiving [vs. 12-13] 

� Because they see the fruit of Christ’s work in them 

� Because of their generous giving toward their needs 

 

d. Grace-filled affection, unity, and prayer among God’s people [vs. 

14] 

 

                                                           
2
 John MacArthur, 2 Corinthians, p. 316.  

Taking it Home 

 

I’m not preaching this sermon on stewardship to offset a current financial 

crunch. This sermon is not motivated by a new fundraising campaign. I’m 

preaching this sermon because stewardship is an essential aspect of church 

ministry, but mostly I set it before you for your joy.  

 

I want you to have the joy of seeing God’s favor lavished on you as you 

imitate His gracious, big-hearted generosity. I want you to have the joy of 

walking by faith and seeing God’s hand multiplying day-to-day grace for 

you.  

 

So how should we respond?  

 

� Think rightfully about God, as our benevolent, generous, joy-giving, 

grace-empowering Father who owns all things.  

 

� Pray biblically about all aspects of stewardship, including finances 

(with faith, dependence, and biblical wisdom) 

 

� Adopt a vision of large-hearted generosity—looking for opportunities 

to be generous-hearted as joyful grace-purchased people. Live as 

though grace owns you! 

 

� Plan and Act – determine in your heart how and what you can give 

systematically, proportionately, generously, and joyfully as you trust 

in God with a heart of worship.  

 


